Nowadays, urban growth has been so fast that proper urban standards are largely neglected. These standards include particular attention to the quality of the city's entrances and exits. Entrance spaces of cities connect the exterior domain of cites to the artificial atmosphere inside them. Uncontrolled urban development and inattention to appropriate spatial development patterns have led to weaknesses in the form and content of urban spaces. The present study is an attempt to investigate and analyze the entrance of Ardabil from the Heyran road. This is a descriptive analytical study and the data has been collected through library studies, Internet searches and field observations. In this article, above from analyzing the above-mentioned entrance, some suggestions have been presented to eliminate its disadvantages. The research results indicate that urbanism principles are not met in this entrance and that this entrance has some problems in terms of receptivity.
INTRODUCTION
Perspectives have objective -subjective nature. Human perception of the perspectives depend on experiences, mental models, culture and history and physical features of the environment and time. Urban landscape, is an urban perspective that can be seen when approaching the city. What makes people perceive and understand entrance to a city is a series of visual symptoms which despite their physical and material existence, have some connotations (8) . Urban entrance landscapes are one of the most effective and most attractive urban areas that leave effective memories in the mind of the viewer (6) . The entrances of cities should be represented in, or showcase the city's identity and its underlying values. The entrances of a city should be reprehensive of the city, or be the showcase of the city's identity and its underlying values. Unfortunately, the urbanism criteria and standards are not met at the entrance of cities, and the only factor that helps the driver and passenger know that they are approaching a city, is the sign that announces the beginning of the urban area. Ardabil is also one of the cities where design issues and criteria are not met in its entrance design. And this issue has caused some perturbations at the entrance of the city.
OBJECTIVES
This study seeks to achieve the following objectives:
1. Investigation and Analysis of the city entrances and identification of its advantages and disadvantages in order to improve the visual quality of the main entrance of the city of Ardabil 2. Provision of some suggestions and solutions for redesigning the city entrances
THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS

CITY
According to the classic definition, city is relatively large and dense permanent accommodation composed of people who are socially different (9) . According to The broadest definition of city, it is known as a place for permanent accommodation of humans and the place of their activities (3). Lynch defines city as a house whose residents constitute its most important body. Presence at this house depends on the existence of active relationship between people and their perspectives that is meaningfulness and effectiveness of what is spread before them, rather than on Adornment and capacity of the ambient environments. This meaningfulness can be found in every place and is more likely to be found in cities (7) . However, different views of the city have had separate definitions:
1. Sociological definition of city: from sociological perspective, the city's famous definition by Louis Wirth is provided here: (for sociological purposes, city can be defined as a permanent, relatively large and massive settlement for people who are socially defferent ((4).
2. Definition of city from economic point of view: from economic perspective, city can be defined as: (a place for activity of social groups whom mostly have non-agricultural jobs and variety of different kinds of livelihood and different service occupations along with manufacturing and commercial fields are among the key economic features of urbanization (5). 3. The definition of city from capitalism perspective:, from this perspective, city is defined as an arena where various forces fight against one another in order to maintain their dominance and influence on the life of city. These forces belong to the particular structures of power, such as churches, governments and multinational corporations, and city is a reflection of the balance, whether relative or absolute, among these powers, (1).
CITY ENTRANCES
In the past, the first image of the city which occurred in the minds of the passengers was the image of its entrance. After passing through the desert or mountains for a long time, reaching the farms and gardens around the city began to give a sense of approaching to a biological complex. After passing these farms and gardens, the passengers reached the gate which looked like a door in the walls of the city, and it was the entrance to the city. Sometimes this gate only defined a particular domain without any wall. But today, we normally encounter 2 scenes at the city entrances:
A spontaneous scene which is illegally created by the residents of that area and does not follow any pre-determined pattern but has turned into a pattern due to its high frequency. 
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B the scene of entrances which have been established on the basis of an unknown pattern with interference of city managers (2).
Today, the entrance of cities receive less attention, and it may be due to the fast vehicles that fail to draw the attention of passengers and newcomers to the city entrances. But, city entrances can always be reinforced through compliance with the design principles, so that good images may occur in the minds of people who enter cities. City entrances, just like any other entrance, should have the necessary receptivity and one should feel welcome on their arrival without having any uncomfortable feeling. Therefore, receptivity is the first thing which a city is expected to have (2) .
RECEPTIVITY IN THE ENTRANCES OF CITIES
On arrival in any city, the first expectation that may occur in one's mind is receptivity. In other words, one expects to face a space that welcomes him/her on their arrival. But surely entering a city is different from entering other domains. Grace or attraction is the first expectation of any person from a city entrance. Presence of natural elements changes this domain into a pleasant domain and paves the path for transition from a natural spaces to an artificial one. That's why the road sides should be surrounded with vegetation so that drivers may reduce their speed and the view of entrance road may improve as drivers approach the city.
METHODS AND MATERIALS
INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDY'S SCOPE
Ardabil province which is located in the northwest plateau of Iran and has an area of 5 /25951square kilometers, constitutes a percentage of the total area of the country. The province is located in part of the triangular plateau of Iran in the Eastern part of Azerbaijan Plateau and about 2/3 of this province is mountainous area with a large height differences and the rest consists of flat areas. Sabalan Mountain with an altitude of about 4811 meters is the highest point of the province. The city has several entrances in different directions. One of these entrances is the entrance from the Heyran mountain path which is the subject of the present study. The maps presented below provide the full territory of the study ( Figure 1 and Figure 2 ) Fig 1: the territory designated as the space required for the design of the city entrance from Astara
